syour FlOOFINga | Nvestment
ora Commodity?

Wuld you be surprised to learn that

flooring isthe third largest single
investment made by most people? Y our
home and your automobile may be the
only two larger single investments than
your carpet or floor. Sure, if you add up
al of your furniture and other valuables,
they may add up to more than what your
floor costs, but as a single stand- alone
investment, it ranks near the top. The
guestion is, do you treat it that way? How
do you get the most out of your
investment?

Y ou maintain your investment, right? Y ou
maintain your home so that it will retain
itsvalue. You maintain your vehicle by
changing the oil on aregular basisto
avoid costly repairs. Your carpet isthe
same way. It should be maintained
through regular vacuuming, prompt spot
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carpet protector. Y our carpet should be
vacuumed once or twice aweek, and
professional cleaning should take place
before the carpet has visible soil. Clean
heavy traffic areas as often as they need
it. All of your carpet should be cleaned at
least every 12 months. Carpet
manufacturers require hot water
extraction cleaning every 18to 24
months to retain texture retention
warranties.

Will It Hurt My Carpet To Clean it
Too Often?

Not if it is cleaned properly. Thisis why
it is so important to have your carpet
cleaned by atrained, professional carpet

cleaning firm, rather than the cleaner who

has the best price. Bl

removal, regular professional cleaning,

and t

|sYour
Oriental Rug
an Antiqueor
Not?

According to the
Oriental Rug
Retailers of America,
an antique rug is
made before 1915
and a semi-antique
rug is made between
1915 and 1945. The
majority of antique
rugs in this country
come from Persia,
Turkey, France, and
provinces of
southern Russia.
These rugs can be
very expensive
depending upon
condition and rarity.
Poor condition,
however, quickly
erodes the value of
most antique rugs.
Many antique rugs
have repairs and in
some cases are
painted where the
pile is worn to the
point of exposing the
foundation threads.
These cotton
foundation threads
are painted or
colored to disguise
the wear. il
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